SYLLABUS

Academic year: 2018-2019
	Name of course / module
	Introduction to Neuropsychology

	Name of department where course is held
	Department of Philosophy and Human Psychology

	E-mail of department
	sfp@umb.edu.pl

	Faculty of
	Medicine with Division of Dentistry and Division of Medical Education in English

	Field of study
	MEDICINE

	Level of education
	First degree studies, Uniform Master’s degree studies

	Form of study
	full time (                                 part time (

	Language of instruction
	Polish  (                                 English (

	Type of course
	obligatory (                                 elective (

	Year of study / Semester
	I (   II (   III (   IV (   V (  VI (

	1 (   2 (   3 (   4 (   5 (   6 (   7 (   8 (   9 ( 10 ( 11 (   12 (


	Introductory courses with preliminary requirements
	This is an introductory level course to human neuropsychology. The course provides an introduction to a broad variety of neuropsychological impairments using classic case studies to illustrate the clinical presentation of disorders. The underlying brain pathology for the disorders is examined in relation to patterns of preserved and impaired cognitive functioning with the aim of providing a) a basis for understanding the cerebral representation of higher cognitive functions and b) gaining knowledge of the cognitive mechanisms which sustain complex functions such as language, memory and consciousness itself . Students should have completed years 1-3 of their medical studies in order to undertake the course. 

	Number of didactic hours specifying form in which class is conducted
	Total of 30 hours (elective) - seminars

	Assumptions and aims 
of the course
	This course will provide students with a knowledge of brain-behaviour relationships, extending their previous knowledge of psychology by evaluating the cognitive and behavioural deficits associated with damage to specific brain regions/systems. The aims and objectives of the course are to help students to understand:

The role of neuropsychology in the interdisciplinary study and management of clinical disorders affecting higher cognitive function; 

The main areas of cognitive functioning related to neuropsychological disorders;

The clinical presentation of neuropsychological disorders;

The aetiology of these disorders in relation to the type of brain damage sustained;

The achievements and limitations of neuropsychology in guiding understanding of brain mechanisms in relation to higher cognitive functions.

	Didactic methods


	- multimedia lectures

- class discussion

- presentations

- case studies

- film materials 
- study of the literature

	Full name of the person conducting the course
	Dr hab. Barbara Polityńska-Lewko

	Full name of the person responsible for teaching
	Dr hab. Barbara Polityńska-Lewko


	Symbol and number of learning outcomes according to the teaching standards and other learning outcomes
	Description of directional learning outcomes
	Form of classes
	Verification methods  for achieving intended learning outcomes 

	Knowledge

	D.W7.
	Knows the basic principles governing mechanisms of functioning in illness and in health;
	seminar
	Summative and formative methods: - continuous assessment
- observation and evaluation of the student's work and engagement 
in the classroom
- discussion in class
- case studies 

	E.W13.
	Knows and is able to differentiate basic groups of neurological symptoms; 
	seminar
	

	E.W14.
	Knows and understands the causes, symptoms, principles of diagnosis and therapeutic management of the most common diseases of the nervous system, including:  
a) headaches: migraine, tension headaches, headache syndromes and trigeminal neuralgia

b) cerebrovascular diseases, in particular, cerebral infarctions,

c) epilepsy,

d) infections of the nervous system in particular meningitis, Lyme disease, herpes encephalitis, neurotransmittable diseases
e) dementias, in particular Alzheimer’s disease, fronto-temporal dementia, cerebrovascular dementia, and other types of dementia, 

f) diseases of the basal ganglia, in particular Parkinson’s disease,

g) demyelinating diseases, in particular multiple sclerosis,  
h) diseases of the neuro-muscular system, in particular, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis and sciatica, 
i) head injuries, in particular, concussion; 
	seminar
	

	Skills

	D.U16.
	The student is aware of his/her own limitations,   demonstrates the ability to carry out a self-evaluation of his/her educational needs and is able to plan his/her own educational activities;

	seminar
	Summative and formative methods

- observation of the student's work
- evaluation of the student’s activity in the classroom
- discussion in class


	E.U32.
	The student is able to recognize the need for a specialist consultation
	seminar
	

	H.U19.
	The student is able to provide a case report using specialist terminology
	seminar
	

	Social competence

	K2.
	This student is able to initiate and maintain deeply respectful contact with patients
	seminar
	Summative and formative methods 
Continuous assessment by the teacher (observation)



	K3.
	The student’s first and foremost concern is the good of the patient 
	seminar
	

	K4.
	The student is aware of his/her own limitations and the need for continuing professional development
	seminar
	


	ECTS points  = 1
	Specify the number of ECTS credits assigned to the subject.

	Student Workload

	Form of activity
	Number of hours to complete the activity

	Classes that require the participation of a teacher

	1.  Realization of the course: lectures (according to the curriculum )
	

	2. Realization of the course: classes (according to the curriculum )
	

	3. Realization of the course: seminars; (according to the curriculum)
	

	4. Realization of the course: electives
	30 hours

	5. Participation in consultation
	As required

	
	Total hours: 30 hours

	Student self-study

1 ECTS means 25-30 hours of student work in various forms, such as:

	1. Preparation for the theoretical and practical classes (realization of projects, documentation, case description etc.)
	5 hours

	2. Preparation for tests/credits
	

	3. Preparation for an exam/final test-credit
	

	
	Total hours: 5 hours


	Course contents: Please enter the subject matter of the particular course, remembering that it will translate into the intended learning outcomes.

	Learning outcomes 

(symbol and number)
	Topics

	D.W7.  E.W13.  E.W14.

D. U16. E. U32.  H. U19.

K2.  K3.  K4.

	1. Cerebral asymmetry – insights from neuropsychological patients (split brain patients).

	
	2. Normal memory – different types of memory - insights from patients with memory impairments

	
	3. Classical amnesia – what can amnesic patients remember?

	
	4. Frontal lobe syndromes – disorders of emotion and cognition – Damasio’s somatic marker hypothesis.

	
	5. Frontal lobe syndromes – disorders of empathy (zero negative / psychopathic disorders).

	
	6. Frontal lobe syndromes – disorders of empathy (zero positive / autistic spectrum disorders) – Theory of mind.

	
	7. Disorders of language – Broca’s and Wernicke’s aphasia

	
	8. Visual perception and agnosia

	
	9. Face perception and prosopagnosia

	
	10. Blindsight, visual neglect syndrome

	
	11. Disorders of awareness and consciousness

	Obligatory textbook: (1-2 items)

	Eagleman D. and Downar J. (2016) Brain and Behaviour. A cognitive neuroscience perspective. New York, Oxford, OUP.

	Optional textbook: (1-2 items)

	Kolb B. and Wishaw I.Q. (2009) Fundamentals of Human Neuropsychology. New York, Worth Publishers.
Stirling J. and Elliot R. (2010) Introducing Neuropsychology (second ed.), Hove, East Sussex, U.K., Psychology Press.

	Criteria for assessing the achieved learning outcomes and the form and conditions for receiving credit: 

	In order to gain a credit in this subject students must: demonstrate active participation in all classes. 

In the case of 1–2 absences the student will be required to demonstrate knowledge of the material missed in the form of individual consultation; more than two absences will result in failure to achieve a credit in the subject.


1.10.2018.     dr hab. Barbara Polityńska-Lewko
(date and signature of the person preparing the syllabus)
1.10.2018.     dr hab. Barbara Polityńska-Lewko

(date and signature of the Head of the Department in which the course is held)    
