Regulations for granting financial assistance to doctoral students of the Medical University of Bialystok
These regulations, hereinafter referred to as "the Regulations", have been drawn up on the basis of Article 199 of the Act of 27 July 2005 Law on Higher Education. 

§ 1

1. A doctoral student may apply for a financial aid in the form of:

1) a grant for low-income students,

2) a special grant the disabled,

3) a scholarship for the best doctoral students,

4) a ministerial scholarship for outstanding achievements,

5) an allowance.

2. A doctoral student may apply for lodging in student halls of residence.

3. A doctoral student may apply for lodging of a spouse and child in student halls of residence. 
§ 2
1. A doctoral student who is a foreigner as mentioned in Article 43 Item 2 of the Act, may apply for a financial aid from the funds provided for this purpose in the state budget in the forms referred to in § 1, with the use of the rules applicable to Polish doctoral students as specified in these Regulations. 

2. A holder of a valid Polish Card [Karta Polaka], undertaking studies on the same terms as applicable to Polish doctoral students, may apply for a financial aid from the funds provided for this purpose in the state budget in the form of grants or scholarships referred to in § l, with the use of the rules applicable to Polish students as specified in these Regulations. 

3. Doctoral students who are nationals of countries referred to in Article 43 Item 5 of the Act, can apply for grants or scholarships referred to in §1.3 and 1.4, with the use of the rules applicable to Polish doctoral students.
§ 3
1. The rector, after consultations with the competent body of the Doctoral Students' Government, allocates the funds of the financial aid fund for doctoral students, based on the information from the Bursar about the amount of subsidy granted from the state budget for a given academic year, to:

1) the fund of grants for low-income students, special grants for the 


disabled and allowances,

2) the fund of scholarships for the best doctoral students,

3) the Rector's reserve fund.

2. Funds from the subsidy for financial aid for doctoral students may not exceed 6% of the total subsidy for tasks related to non-returnable financial aid for students and doctoral students.

3. The total monthly amount of scholarships listed in § 1 Items 1.1 and 1.3 may not exceed 90% of the lowest basic salary of an assistant lecturer provided for in the regulations on the remuneration of academic teachers.
§ 4
Grants or scholarships referred to in § 1 Items 1.1-1.3 of the Regulations, may be received by doctoral students in a given academic year for a period of up to 10 months, that is from October to July.

§ 5
1. Grants or scholarships referred to in § 1 Items 1.1-1.3, are disbursed monthly, with the first grant or scholarship in a given academic year being paid in November, at the latest by the 30th day of the month, with compensation for October, in the case of submitting relevant applications by October 15 of a given year. 

2. An allowance may be awarded no more than twice per academic year.

§ 6
1. A doctoral student may in a given academic year receive a grant for low-income students, a special grant for the disabled and a scholarship for the best doctoral students.

2. The last month of payment of grants or scholarships for doctoral students at their final year of study is the month in which the doctoral students finish their doctoral studies.

3. A doctoral student studying at several PhD programmes may receive a grant for low-income students, a special grant for the disabled, an allowance, a scholarship for the best doctoral students and a ministerial scholarship for outstanding achievements only at one of these programmes of his/her choice.

4. A doctoral student is obliged to submit a statement on not receiving financial assistance benefits at another programme.

5. A doctoral student who having completed a PhD programme continues his/her studies at another PhD programme, is not entitled to the grants or scholarships referred to in §1 Item 1. 

§ 7
1. Financial aid benefits referred to in § 1 Items 1.1-1.2 and 1.5 of the Regulations are awarded by the Head of Doctoral Studies, at the request of a doctoral student.

1a. Financial aid benefits referred to in § 1 Item 1.3 of the Regulations are awarded by the Rector at the request of a doctoral student.

2. A doctoral student may appeal to the Rector against a decision by the Head of Doctoral Studies through the Head of Doctoral Studies, within 14 days of receiving the decision. Upon receipt of the Rector's decision, a doctoral student is entitled to submit an application for reconsideration within 14 days of receipt of the decision.

3. The Rector's decision is final.

4. Upon receipt of the Rector's decision, one may lodge a complaint to the province-level administrative court within 30 days of its receipt.

5. Any decisions of the Head of Doctoral Studies and the Rector are governed by the provisions of the Administrative Procedure Code and the provisions on appealing against decisions to the Administrative Court, respectively.

6. The rights of the Head of Doctoral Studies and the Rector referred to in Items 1 and 2 of the present section, are exercised by the Doctoral Scholarship Committee and the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee in the case of a transfer of these rights to them at the request of a body of the Doctoral Students' Self-Government. In such an event, one may appeal to the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee against a decision by the Doctoral Scholarship Committee, and it must be lodged within 14 days of service of the decision through the Doctoral Scholarship Committee. In the case of delegation of the Rector's rights to the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee, an appeal is examined by another panel of the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee than the panel that has issued the contested decision, whereas the appeal must be lodged within 14 days of receipt of the contested decision.
§ 8
1. The Doctoral Scholarship Committee is established by way of an agreement of the Heads of Doctoral Studies conducting doctoral studies. Doctoral students make up the majority of the commission.

2. The Doctoral Scholarship Committee is composed of:

​      1) an employee of the Student Affairs Department,

2) three representatives of doctoral students, one from each faculty where doctoral studies are conducted, delegated by the competent authority of the Doctoral Students' Government.

3. Decisions issued by the Doctoral Scholarship Committee are signed by its chairperson or the vice-chairperson acting under his/her authority.

4. Supervision over the activities of the Doctoral Scholarship Committee is exercised by Heads of Doctoral Studies in matters related to the doctoral students of a given faculty, respectively.

5. As part of the supervision referred to in item 4, Heads of Doctoral Studies may revoke a decision of the Doctoral Scholarship Committee incompliant with the provisions of the Higher Education Act or these Regulations.
§ 9
1. The Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee is appointed by the Rector.

2. The Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee is composed of:

1) an employee of the Student Affairs Department,

2) three representatives of doctoral students, one from each faculty where doctoral studies are conducted, delegated by the competent authority of the Doctoral Students' Government.

3. Decisions issued by the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee are signed by its chairperson or the vice-chairperson acting under his/her authority.

4. Supervision over the activities of the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee is exercised by the Rector.

5. As part of the supervision referred to in item 4, the Rector may revoke a decision of the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee incompliant with the provisions of the Higher Education Act or these Regulations.

§ 10
From among their respective panels, the Doctoral Scholarship Committee and the Appellate Doctoral Scholarship Committee select:

1) a chairperson,

2) a vice chairperson,

3) a secretary.

§ 11
1. A doctoral student in a difficult financial situation is entitled to a grant for low-income students, whereby he/she must submit to the Student Affairs Department the following documents: an application (Appendix 2), a statement on not receiving scholarships at another programme or university (Appendix 4), along with the necessary documents as listed in Appendix 3.

2. The amount of income per capita in the family entitling a doctoral student to apply for a grant for low-income students is established by the Rector in agreement with a university body of the Doctoral Students' Government, wherein the monthly amount of this income must not be lower than 1.30 times the amount referred to in Article 8 Item 1.2 of the Act of 12 March 2004 on social assistance or higher than 1.30 times the sum of the amounts specified in Article 5 Item 1 and Article 6 Item 2.3 of the Act of 28 November 2003 on family benefits. 

3. When determining the amount of income entitling a doctoral student to apply for a grant for low-income students, one takes into consideration the income earned by:

1) the doctoral student,

2) the doctoral student's spouse, as well as the under-age children who are dependent on the doctoral student or his/her spouse, children who are studying until the age of 26, and if they are 26 years of age in the last year of studies, until their completion, and children with disabilities regardless of their age,

3) the parents, legal guardians, actual guardians of the doctoral student as well as the under-age children who are dependent on them, children who are studying until the age of 26, and if they are 26 years of age in the last year of studies, until their completion, and children with disabilities regardless of their age.

4. The monthly amount of income per capita in the family of a doctoral student entitling him/her to a grant for low-income students is determined on terms set out in Item 2 of this section taking into account Item 3 of this section, provided that the income does not include:

1) financial assistance benefits for students and doctoral students received under the Law on Higher Education,

2) scholarships awarded to pupils, students and doctoral students under:

a) structural funds of the European Union,

b) non-recoverable funds from assistance provided by Member States of the European Free Trade Agreement (EFTA),

c) international agreements or executive programs drawn up for these agreements, or international scholarship programmes,

3) financial support for pupils received under Act of 7 September 1991 on the system

4) benefits mentioned in Articles 173a, 199a of the Law on Higher Education,

5) grants for low-income persons awarded by other entities mentioned in Article 21 Item 1.40b of the Act of 26 July 1991 on personal income tax up to an amount not exceeding PLN 3,800 in a fiscal year. 

5. A doctoral student may apply for a grant for low-income students without proving the income earned by persons referred to in Item 3.3:

1) if he/she is not in a household together with any of his/her parents and has confirmed this fact in a submitted statement (Appendix  10) and meets one of the following conditions:

- he/she is 26 years of age,

- he/she is married,

- he/she has the children referred to in Item 3.2,

- he/she reached the age of majority while being in foster care, or

2) if he/she meets the following conditions:

- had a stable source of income in the last tax year,

- has a fixed source of income in the current year,

- his/her monthly income in the periods referred to in the first and second indents is greater than or equal to 1.15 times the sum specified in Article 5 Item 1 and the amount specified in Article 6 Item 2.3 of the Act of 28 November 2003 on family benefits, 

- he/she is not in a household together with any of his/her parents and has confirmed this fact in a submitted statement:

6. In cases where for determination of the income entitling a doctoral student to apply for a grant for low-income students, one assumes the income obtained from running an agricultural farm, such income is based on the area of agricultural land in comparative fiscal hectares and the average income from work in individual agricultural farms from 1 comparative fiscal hectare, as published on the basis of Article 18 of the Act of 15 November 1984 on the Agricultural Tax. In the case of obtaining income from an agricultural farm and non-agricultural income, such income is added up.
§ 12
Income loss or gain

In the case of income loss or gain, the right to the grant is determined at the request of a doctoral student - (Appendix 5) on the basis of the family income reduced by the lost income, and in the case of gaining some income, the right to the grant is determined on the basis of the family income increased by the income gained. These refer to:

1) obtaining or losing the right to parental leave,

2) obtaining or losing the right to unemployment benefit or grant,

3) obtaining or losing employment or other paid work,

4) obtaining or losing pre-retirement allowance or pre-retirement benefit, teacher compensation benefit, as well as a retirement or disability pension, survivor's pension or low-income person pension, 

5) registration or deregistration of non-agricultural business activity or resumption or suspension of its performance after suspension or resumption within the meaning of Article 14a Item 1d Act of 2 July 2004 on the freedom of business activity,

6) obtaining or losing a sickness benefit, rehabilitation benefit or maternity benefit due after losing employment or other paid work,

7) obtaining or losing parental benefit,

8) obtaining or losing maternity allowance referred to in the regulations on farmers' social insurance,

9) obtaining or losing a doctoral scholarship defined in Article 200 Item 1 of the Act of 27 July 2005  - Law on Higher Education. 

10)  loss of adjudged maintenance obligations due to the death of the person obliged to provide these benefits or loss of cash benefits paid in the event of inactivity of the enforcement of maintenance obligations due to the death of the person liable for maintenance obligations.

§ 13
1. A grant for low-income students in an increased amount may be awarded to a doctoral student of full-time studies due to his/her living at the student accommodation or a facility other than the student accommodation, if daily commuting from the place of permanent residence to the university would prevent or significantly hinder the process of studying, or due to his/her living with an unemployed spouse or child of the doctoral student at the student accommodation or facility other than the student accommodation (Appendix 9).

2. The ranges of income per one person in the family and the amount of the scholarship allocated to these ranges are determined by the Rector for a given academic year in agreement with the university body of the Doctoral Students' Government.

3. A doctoral student is responsible for completing the declarations and certificates.

§ 14
1. A special grant for the disabled may be awarded to a doctoral student due to his/her disability confirmed by a decision of a competent authority.

2. A doctoral student applying for a special grant for the disabled is obliged to submit a completed application (Appendix 2) together with a statement saying that he/she will not apply for benefits at another programme or another university (Appendix 4) and a degree of disability certificate.

3. The grant is awarded for the academic year, but not longer than for the period of validity of the degree of disability certificate. A special grant for the disabled may be awarded during the academic year. In such a case, the grant is available from the next month after the month of submitting the application along with a set of documents, without the possibility of compensation for the previous months.

4. In the case of a change during the academic year of the disability certificate in the part concerning the degree of disability, the grant is available from the month following the month of submission of the amended certificate, without compensation for the previous months, whereas in the case when a change results in a reduction of the scholarship, shall be applicable the provisions of § 21 Item 3andi 4 of these Regulations.

5. The ranges and amounts of the grant allocated to these ranges are determined by the Rector for a particular academic year in consultation with a body of the Doctoral Students' Government.

§ 15
1. A doctoral student may apply for a scholarship for the best doctoral students.

2. The amount of the monthly rate of the scholarship for the best doctoral students is determined by the Rector in consultation with a relevant body of the Doctoral Students' Government.

3. The scholarship for the best doctoral students  may be awarded at the first year of doctoral studies for doctoral students who achieved the best results in the recruitment procedure at: 

· doctoral studies at the Faculty of Medicine with the Division of Dentistry and Division of Medical Education in English, 

· Cross-sectoral Doctoral Studies,

· doctoral studies at the Faculty of Pharmacy with the Division of Laboratory Medicine,

· International Doctoral Studies in the field of medical sciences and pharmaceutical sciences,

· doctoral studies at the Faculty of Health Sciences,

· International Interdisciplinary Doctoral Studies in the field of medical biology and biostatistics,

one for each type of studies.

 The right to apply for a scholarship for the best doctoral students on the second and subsequent years of doctoral studies may be exercised by a doctoral student who in the academic year preceding the award of the scholarship has fulfilled all of the following conditions:

1) completed all subjects covered by the doctoral programme in the previous academic year and obtained the average grade from the above exams of the value not less than 4.5,

2) has demonstrated in a documented manner his/her progress in scientific work and preparation of a dissertation, including:

a) publications printed or those accepted for printing, 

b) other forms of scientific and research activity, confirmed in writing by the head of the unit to which the doctoral student belongs, 

c) active participation in various types of scientific conferences, participation in organizing them, confirmed in writing by their organizers,

3) has demonstrated a special commitment to didactic work, confirmed in writing by the head of the unit to which the doctoral student belongs.

§ 16
1. Ministerial scholarships for outstanding achievements are awarded to doctoral students by the minister competent for higher education at the request of the Rector of the University recommended by the council of the basic organizational unit.

2. The minister competent for higher education shall specify, by way of a regulation, the detailed conditions and procedure for granting and disbursing the ministerial scholarship for outstanding achievements, the number of scholarships and the maximum amount of the scholarship and the model of the ministerial scholarship application, taking into account the academic achievements and other doctoral achievements confirming their outstanding level and the manner of documenting these achievements.

§ 17
1. An allowance may be granted to a doctoral student who, for random reasons, has found himself/herself temporarily in a difficult financial situation.

2. An allowance is granted by the Head of Doctoral Studies, and if the Doctoral Scholarship Committee has been established, it is granted by the committee, based on the doctoral student's documented application (Appendix 6) along with a statement saying that the doctoral student will not apply for benefits at another programme or another university (Appendix 4).

3. The assistance referred to in Item 1 is granted in the monetary form.

4. A doctoral student may receive an allowance twice in the academic year, however, it may not be awarded for the same reason.

5. The rates of allowances are determined annually for a given academic year by the Rector in consultation with a body of the Doctoral Students' Government.

§ 18
1. In the case of applying for financial support, the doctoral student is obliged to submit relevant documents justifying the award of these benefits to the Student Affairs Department. The deadline for submitting relevant documents is determined by the Head of the Doctoral Studies, and by the Doctoral Scholarship Committee where it has been appointed.

2. If the deadline for submitting documents is not met, the financial assistance may be granted from the month following the month in which the documents are submitted, without the right to compensate for any lost benefits.

§ 19
1. A doctoral student applying for a grant for low-income students, a grant for low-income students in an increased amount due to residing at the student accommodation or at another facility, and for an allowance is required to document his/her difficult financial or random situation with relevant certificates and statements about the income of the doctoral student's family and his/her learning siblings.

2. The family income of a doctoral student applying for scholarships as referred to in Item 1 is established on the basis of tax office certificates confirming income achieved in the calendar year preceding the academic year for which the benefit is awarded, of the submitted application for the scholarship, and also of a doctoral student's written statement on the number of people running a household together and other documents confirming the income obtained.

3. In justified cases, the Head of Doctoral Studies or  the Doctoral Scholarship Commission or the Appellate Doctoral  Scholarship Committee, respectively, may request that a social welfare centre issue a certificate on the family's financial situation, which will be included in the proceedings (art. 179 Item 8 of the Law on Higher Education).

4. While assessing the financial situation of the doctoral student and his family, the parents' (legal guardians') maintenance obligations towards children are taken into account.

5. The fact of an independent residency of the doctoral student who does not meet the requirements of §11 Item 5, outside his/her family home, does not exempt his/her parents from the maintenance obligations during their child's studies. This may not be a basis for recognizing the doctoral student's income as amounting to zero, either.

6. Benefits of financial assistance are granted to a doctoral student who has not lost the status of doctoral student. If a doctoral student is on vacation, repeats a year or has been conditionally enrolled at a year of study, he/she can apply for the following benefits: grant for low-income students, grant for low-income students of an increased amount due to residence at the students' accommodation or other facility, special grant for the disabled and an allowance.

7. A doctoral student who has been transferred from another university, has the right to apply for financial assistance under the conditions applicable at the Medical University of Bialystok, starting from the subsequent month after the one in which he/she received the decision on admission to university.

§ 20
1. The grants of financial assistance awarded to a doctoral student are suspended as of the date of the doctoral studies manager's decision to remove him/her from the list of doctoral students.

2. The doctoral student loses his/her right to suspended grants of financial assistance as of the date on which the decision on his/her removal in accordance with the procedure provided for by the Regulations of Doctoral Studies becomes valid.

3. If a decision to remove a doctoral student from the list is revoked, the suspended benefits are disbursed in the nearest period of payment for doctoral students.

4. During the period of suspension of benefits, a doctoral student's applications for granting other financial support are not considered.

§ 21
1. The right to receive benefits from the financial assistance fund ceases in the case of:

1) completion of doctoral studies,

2) removal from the list of doctoral students,

3) suspension of the doctoral student's rights,

4) significant change in the conditions under which the doctoral student has been granted financial help.

2. The right to receive financial assistance ceases from the subsequent month after the one in which the doctoral student completed his/her studies or was issued a valid decision on the removal from the list of doctoral students, suspension of the doctoral student's rights.

3. In the case referred to in Item 1.4 of this section, the right to receive financial assistance ceases from the subsequent month, after the month in which occurred a significant change in the conditions under which the doctoral student has received financial assistance.

4. In the case of receiving of a grant or scholarship without notification of changes in circumstances, the doctoral student is obliged to return the scholarship received without justification.

5. Benefits for material assistance are not granted retroactively, unless the appellate body has changed the decision by the body granting benefits.
§ 22
1. In matters not covered by these regulations, the provisions of the Law on Higher Education are applicable.

2. The regulations apply to grants/scholarships awarded from the academic year of 2018/2019. Applications for financial assistance should be submitted on forms in accordance with the models constituting the appendices to these Regulations. 

Appendices to the Regulations:
1. Appendix 1 - Application for granting a scholarship for the best doctoral students.

2. Appendix 2 - Application for a grant for low-income students.

3. Appendix 3 - List of documents specifying doctoral student's income.

4. Appendix 4 - A doctoral student's statement that he/has no intention of applying for benefits at another programme or university.

5. Appendix 5 - Application for recalculation of income.

6. Appendix 6 - Application for granting an allowance.

7. Appendix 7 - Declaration 1 on income from business activity.

8. Appendix 8 - Declaration 2 on non-taxable income.

9. Appendix 9 - Declaration for a grant for low-income students in an increased amount due to residence at student accommodation or another facility.

10. Appendix 10 – Declaration on the amount of health insurance premiums.

11. Appendix 11 – Declaration on the doctoral student's financial independence.

Rector

prof. dr hab. Adam Krętowski
